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DRAFT
MINUTES OF MEETING OF BACONSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 20th January 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present:	Cllr. J. Cooper (Chairman), Cllr. R. Youngs (Vice Chairman),  Cllr. T. Benton-Worboys and Cllr. I. Christophers
In attendance: 	Clerk Mrs. S. Hayden
	One member of the public
	
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.31pm.
	
1.	To receive apologies for absence
	Apologies were received from Cllr. J. Warner 
	District Cllr. Ringer hoped to attend the meeting but had sent apologies if he could not
	
2.	Declarations of Interest and dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests
	None
3.	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 18th November 2024
	Resolved to approve the minutes, which were then signed by the Chairman. 
4.		Matters Arising 
	None 
5.	Public questions, comments or representations
	None
6.	To receive any reports from District and County Councillors	
	District Cllr. Ringer had sent a report, which had been circulated

7.	Finance
7.1		To approve List of Payments
	The List of Payments was approved and then signed by the Chairman and Clerk
7.2	To receive budget against actuals, balance sheet and report on bank reconciliation
	The budget and balance sheet were received with no comments.  Cllr. Benton-Worboys reported that the bank reconciliation was approved.
7.3	To appoint internal auditor for the 2024-25 accounts
	The Clerk advised that Mrs. B. Flood was happy to act as auditor.  Resolved to appoint Mrs. Flood for the 2024-25 accounts.

8.	Planning
8.1	To agree any observations on any applications received after the date of this Agenda
	RV/24/2721 Conversion of barns to six residential dwellings without complying with condition 2 (approved plans) of planning permission PF/14/0705 to allow amendments to elevations to Plots 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 to suit revised internal layouts, site levels and to allow the retention of existing structure (internal flank walls) and addition of in-line PV roof panels to south and west roof slopes – Pitt Farm, The Street, Baconsthorpe – discussed and agreed there was no objection and no comments to be made.
8.2	Update on applications:
		PF/24/1919 Alterations and extension of existing single storey outbuilding to facilitate use as annexe accommodation – Newt Cottage, 65 Castle Road, Baconsthorpe –  Approved with conditions
PF/24/0367 Change of use of residential annexe to holiday let (retrospective) – Annexe at Broomhill House, Long Lane, Baconsthorpe, NR25 6LQ -  Pending NNDC decision
	

10.	Allotments
	Update and maintenance of vacant plots
	A tenant who had moved from the village had asked to keep the plot for two months to clear possessions, which had been agreed. Discussed and agreed to serve a Notice to Quit in any event.  A prospective tenant was still interested in a vacant plot and it was planned to meet with the clerk and view it shortly.   That plot was overgrown and Cllr. Cooper would try to top it. 

11.	To discuss the Textile Bank	
	No progress was being made by the Clerk who had requested and chased NNDC to get an agreement to provide another bank and collect the existing one.  It was believed the existing provider may be in administration and no reply to several emails had been received from them.  The Textile Association had been contacted for information on A-tex but had not replied to questions and chasing emails raised with them.  Other providers were suggested and the clerk would try them to provide another bank.

12.	To consider requesting NNDC to place a TPO on tree at The Street
	Discussed and agreed to hold over until the next meeting to allow parish councillors to check the tree to consider its value to the village.

13.	Correspondence
	NALC – To consider postal vote for Board recommended legal structure alteration and appointment of solicitor – discussed and agreed there was not enough information to vote.  Agreed the Clerk would raise queries, circulate the replies by email for the councillors to agree their vote or abstain.
	Lord Foster’s Assistant – campaign for safety of Lithium-ion batteries – agree to support the campaign.

14.	Matters for information only or next Agenda
For Information: The Clerk had collected the two oak trees for the play area and would plant them shortly. She would also put soil and seed under the play equipment requiring seeding.
Next Agenda:	Due to the play area inspector retiring, the Clerk had asked RoSPA Play Safety to deal with the inspection.  They inspected whole areas at a time, at a cost £80 plus VAT.  Three quotes for individual inspections had been received at £285 approximately for another parish council in the same situation.  Cllr. Youngs advised that his daughter was awaiting a price from someone in North Walsham for inspection of the camp site equipmentp and the Clerk would contact her to check the cost. 
	Next Agenda:       NALC membership, 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.25pm
The approved cheques were signed.
The next meeting will be on 17th March 2025

