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DRAFT
MINUTES OF MEETING OF BACONSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 17th March 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present:	Cllr. R. Youngs (Vice Chairman), Cllr. T. Benton-Worboys and Cllr. I. Christophers
In attendance: 	Clerk Mrs. S. Hayden
	
In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm.
	
1.	To receive apologies for absence
	Apologies were received from Cllr. J. Warner, who had also resigned from the Parish Council.
	District Cllr. Ringer hoped to attend the meeting but had sent apologies if he could not	
2.	Declarations of Interest and dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests
	None
3.	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 20th January 2025 and 5th February 2025
	Resolved to approve the January minutes, which were then signed by the acting Chairman. Resolved to approve the February minutes, which were then signed by the acting Chairman 
4.		Matters Arising 
	It was confirmed that the textile bank would be collected on the following Friday.  Regarding supporting the campaign by Lord Foster for more safety regulations for lithium-ion batteries, the Clerk had been asked if the Parish Council could write to S. Aquarone MP asking him to speak on the subject in the House of Commons, which she had done.
5.	Public questions, comments or representations
	No public present
6.	To receive any reports from District and County Councillors	
	District Cllr. Ringer had sent a report, which had been circulated

7.	Finance
7.1		To approve List of Payments
	The List of Payments was approved and then signed by the acting Chairman and Clerk
7.2	To receive budget against actuals, balance sheet and report on bank reconciliation
	The budget and balance sheet were received with no comments.  Cllr. Benton-Worboys reported that the bank reconciliation was approved.
7.3	To consider quotations for insurance for 2025-26 and agree insurer and premium
	The current premium and a quote from Zurich Municipal were considered.  Proposed and resolved to move the insurance to Zurich provided their quotation of £378 was upheld.  

8.	Planning
8.1	To agree any observations on any applications received after the date of this Agenda
	RV/25/0227 Variations to Planning Permission PF/23/2146 to allow amendments to fenestration on Plots 1 and 2, remove rooflights/sun pipes from approved plans and alter scale of plot 3 – Pitt Farm House, The Street, Baconsthorpe – [this was dealt with following the updates below]  Discussed and agreed that there were no objections and no comments to be made.
8.2	Update on applications:
PF/24/0367 Change of use of residential annexe to holiday let (retrospective) – Annexe at Broomhill House, Long Lane, Baconsthorpe, NR25 6LQ -  Pending NNDC decision
	RV/24/2721 Conversion of barns to six residential dwellings without complying with condition 2 (approved plans) of planning permission PF/14/0705 to allow amendments to elevations to Plots 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 to suit revised internal layouts, site levels and to allow the retention of existing structure (internal flank walls) and addition of in-line PV roof panels to south and west roof slopes – Pitt Farm, The Street, Baconsthorpe –  Conservation and Design had submitted no objections to this application, but requested a condition requiring the solar panels to be matt and for them to be as low down on the roof as possible.  A short discussion followed.  Pending NNDC decision.
	NP/25/0135 Prior notification of proposed erection of a building for agricultural use – grain store – land south of Pitt Farm – A. V. Youngs (Farms) Ltd., The Street, Baconsthorpe – The Parish Council had submitted no objection to this application. The NNDC decision required a Prior Approval application due to the effect on the landscape in the high position. 

9.	Allotments
	Update and maintenance of vacant plots
	A Notice to Quit ended on 14th March 2025 for one plot and new tenants had taken over.  Only Plot 11 was vacant and half of it needed clearing – one half was being kept tidy by the neighbouring tenant.  An approach for a plot had been made to a parish councillor from a person who lived in Holt but had connections to the village.  Agreed there was no objection to letting to him despite him living outside the village.  

10.	Update on Textile Bank	
	As item 4 - North Norfolk District Council had agreed with their contractor to operate the collections and the existing bank would be collected by them on Friday. 

11.	To consider requesting NNDC to place a TPO on tree at The Street
	Discussed and agreed the trees in question did not merit a request for a Tree Protection Order. 

12.	Correspondence
	NNDC – Gambling consultation.  Agreed Cllr. Youngs would complete the consultation on behalf of the Parish Council if he felt we should do so.
	NALC – Invitation to appoint directors to the Board.  Discussed and agreed that the Parish Council would not put forward anyone to be elected.  Further it was agreed that with the Parish Council’s tight budget currently, there was no necessity to continue the subscription to NALC this year.  	

13.	Matters for information only or next Agenda
For Information: A resident had requested that the dog bins be emptied more often.  As it was understood that garden dog waste was being taken to the Long Lane bin, it was agreed that the Parish Council would not pay for extra collections and the Clerk was asked to put a short request in the Church and Village Newsletter for residents to use their black bins.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.10pm
The approved cheque was signed.
The next meeting will be on 19thMay 2025 (Annual Parish Meeting and Parish Council Annual Meeting)

