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DRAFT
MINUTES OF MEETING OF BACONSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 19th January 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present:	Cllr. J. Cooper (Chairman), Cllr. R. Youngs (Vice Chairman), Cllr. T. Benton-Worboys and Cllr. I. Christophers
In attendance: 	Clerk Mrs. S. Hayden
	Two members of the public
	
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.33pm 
	
1.	To receive apologies for absence
	District Cllr. Callum Ringer had sent apologies

2.	Declarations of Interest and dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests
	None

3.	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 17th November 2025 and matters arising
	The draft Minutes were approved and then signed by the Chairman. No matters arising.

4.	Public questions, comments or representations
	The following questions/comments were raised.
1. Would the increase in residents in the village mean less council tax would be payable for the Parish Council’s share?  The Chairman confirmed it would mean less was needed to pay for the precept required.
2. Regarding the allotments, there was some rubbish left at one entrance.  Agreed and confirmed this was on the Agenda to be discussed.

5.	To receive any reports from District and County Councillors		
	District Councillor Ringer had sent a report which had been circulated and is annexed to these Minutes

6.	Planning
6.1	To agree any observations on any applications received after the date of this Agenda
	None
6.2	Update on applications:	
		PF/25/2172 Proposed two-store rear extension, front porch/veranda including alterations to external opening and internal alterations and a two-bay carport – The Graftings, The Street, Baconsthorpe NR25 6lLH –  Approved by NNDC, subject to conditions.  Noted that there had been two objections.  
		
7.	Finance
7.1		To approve List of Payments
	The Clerk asked if the Parish Council would be prepared to contribute approximately £10 towards her attending the next NPTS seminar.  Agreed and added to the List of Payments, which was approved and then signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
7.2	To receive cash account and report on bank reconciliation
	The cash account was received with no comments.  Cllr. Benton-Worboys reported that the bank reconciliation was correct.

[Councillor I. Christophers arrived]


7.3	To consider budget for 2026-27 and set the precept
	The Clerk advised that the 2026-27 tax base was 105.30, increased from 2025-26.  Proposed and resolved to approve the draft Budget and set the precept at £9,600.  
7.4	To appoint internal auditor for 2025-26 accounts
	Proposed and resolved to appoint Mrs. B. Flood

8.	To agree any outstanding actions raised by 2025 Asset Safety Check 
	The following matters were raised
1. The Chairman had spare caps for the multi play and would check they were the correct size
2. Swing hanger bolts loose
3. Bark area – back board need moving back to 3.98 metres, currently 3.65 metres.  The chairman had suitable bark for the surface and would top it up.
4. Algae on multi-play needs removing – Cllr. Youngs to action

9.	Update on allotment tenancies and agree any tidying/clearance
	One Notice to Quit had been withdrawn and therefore there were now two allotments to let – Plot 20 was tidy and plot 11 that needed further clearing.  Cllr. Christophers offered space in her skip for some items.  The Chairman would collect and take all the metal items to the scrap metal merchants with his own scrap.  Plots 10 and 13 were untidy and the Chairman would speak to one of the tenants. 
  
The Chairman left the meeting and the Vice-Chairman took the chair.

10.	Correspondence
	None other than circulars by email

11.	Matters for information only or next Agenda
	New dog waste bin for next Agenda
	Co-option for next Agenda

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.05pm
The approved cheque was signed

