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DRAFT
MINUTES OF BACONSTHORPE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
Held on Monday 19th May 2025 at 7pm in the Village Hall

Present:	Parish Council:  Cllr. J. Cooper [Chairman], Cllr. R. Youngs, Cllr. I. Christophers
 	3 Members of the Public	
In attendance: 	Parish Clerk Mrs. S. Hayden
		 
The Meeting was opened at 7.05pm

1.	Approval of the Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting on 19th May 2025
	Approved and signed by the Chairman
2.	Matters Arising
	None
3.	Report by Chairman covering the activities of the Parish Council
	The Chairman read out his report which is annexed.  He added that he would remove the remains of the A frame shortly as the ground had been too wet for the machinery he needed to use
4.	Report by Village Hall Committee
	The Chairman of the VHC had sent apologies.
	The Clerk read out his report, which is annexed to these minutes. [Report has been redacted to remove names for website publication]
5.	Report by the Parochial Church Council
	Cllr. Youngs reported on behalf of St. Mary’s Church.   The Annual PCC meeting had been held in March with seven parishes.  The other meetings were in January, June and September.  The fete had been held in June.  The Church was flourishing and a “clear up day” had been held with volunteers helping.  The headstones had all been recorded and a booklet produced.  The bell has been replaced at a cost of £17,500 paid for by the PCC.  The wooden fence adjoining the Rectory had been erected at a cost of £5,000, with Orsted paying a grant in two instalments.   118 people had attended a Christmas production of Scrooge in the Church, which was excellent.  The War Graves Commission would be visiting next week.  They were planning to take over the maintenance of the grave of Gunner Cooper who died in 1919 as a result of war wounds and would be putting a plaque in the Church.	
6.	Public Questions, Representations and Discussion
	A member of the public raised the following.
(1)  A bonfire had been lit the previous weekend which had smoked his house out and continued smouldering
(2)  The gazebo in the play area had cups and coat in there.  A member of the public went out to remove them and put them in the bin
(3)  In the Conservation Area report in 2021, mention had been made of damage to the gazebo which had not been repaired
(4)  There was metal rubbish in the north entrance to the allotments.
(5)  There were tyres placed in the village which was not in keeping with a conservation area.  A comment was made that they  were to prevent parking on the verge.
(6)  The fence belonging to Anglian Water was down
(7)  Gresham road sign had disappeared – The Parish Clerk would report it.
(8)  The village website still showec the old website address for the Parish Council.  A member of   the public agreed to change it.
(9)  The Annual Parish Meeting had not been advertised in the Church and Village Newsletter.
(10)  There were 60 rooks in the rookery – a big increase on 10-12 years ago
(11)  Another member of the public reported that Bessingham Church would become part of the benefice and will have four services per year.  It would be looked after by the Norwich Diocese but overseen by the Church at Matlaske. Discussion followed on that subject.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.25pm.

