Page 2


DRAFT
MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING OF BACONSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 18th May 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present:	Cllr. J. Cooper (Chairman), Cllr. R. Youngs (Vice Chairman), Cllr. T. Benton-Worboys, and Cllr. I. Christophers
In attendance: 	Clerk Mrs. S. Hayden
	Two members of the public
	
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm 
	
1.	To elect a Chairman of the Council followed by signing of Acceptance of Office
	Proposed, seconded and resolved to elect Cllr. J. Cooper as Chairman.  He signed the Acceptance of Office witnessed by the Clerk
2.	To elect a Vice-Chairman
	Proposed seconded and resolved to elect Cllr. R. Youngs as Vice-Chairman

3.	To receive apologies for absence
	Apologies were received from Cllr. R. Quillen
	County and District Councillor Ringer had sent apologies

4.	Declarations of Interest and dispensations of disclosable pecuniary interests
	None

5.	To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 16th March 2026 and matters arising
	The draft Minutes were approved and then signed by the Chairman. No matters arising.

6.	Public questions, comments or representations
	None

7.	To receive any reports from District and County Councillors		
	District Councillor Ringer had sent a report which would be circulated and published on the website

8.	Planning
8.1	To agree any observations on any applications received after the date of this Agenda
	None
8.2	Update on applications:	
	PF/260265 Proposed single-storey rear extension – Chestnut Cottage, The Street, Baconsthorpe, NR25 6AB – Approved
Enforcement case in respect of a hedge being cut down in the parish  - no updates had been received on this.  The hedge had been cut to the ground.		
9.	Finance
9.1	To approve insurance policy/premium	
The Clerk read out the past two years’ premium amount and the premium this year of £375.03.  Agreed to continue with current insurer and the premium was approved.
9.2	To approve List of Payments
	Approved and then signed by the Chairman and Clerk
9.3	To receive budget with actuals, cash account, explanation of variances and bank reconciliation to 31.3.26
	Received with no comments
9.4	To consider and approve the Annual Governance and Accountability Return as follows:
	To receive the Annual Internal Audit Report 2025-26
	Received.  
	To approve section 1 Annual Governance Statement
	The Clerk read through each of the assertions for the Council’s agreement.  Proposed and resolved to approve section 1, which was then signed by the Chairman and Clerk/RFO.
	To approve section 2 Accounting Statements
	The Accounting Statements were approved and then signed by the Chairman, having previously been signed by the Clerk/RFO
	To complete the Certificate of Exemption
	Proposed and resolved to exempt from Limited Assurance Review.  The Certificate was then signed by the Chairman and Clerk/RFO
9.5.	To review all policies and risk assessments for Baconsthorpe Parish Council
	None needed amendment

10.	Allotments
	To consider request to keep bees on allotments
	The Clerk advised that all allotments were now tenanted.  A request had been received to keep bees on the allotments.  Discussed and resolved that bees could not be kept on the allotments.   Noted that there was some black plastic that needed clearing and it could be put in a domestic waste bin.

11.	To consider purchase of new general waste or dog waste bin in village
	Costs were discussed and it was agreed to purchase a black waste bin from Glasdon for the car park at a cost of £98.80 excluding VAT.  A notice would be attached to it to say that dog waste could be put in there. 

12.	Correspondence
	Notice of play area inspection in June

13.	Matters for information only or next Agenda
	Noted that the Church would not be able to reclaim VAT paid on repairs from April this year, which would hit the budget hard. 
	A member of the public asked if there was a line of communication with the local Police. The Clerk explained the SNAP meetings at Holt were held quarterly and the Parish Council or members of the pubic could attend.

14.	To agree dates for meetings for the forthcoming year
	Agreed to continue with meetings on the third Monday of the month bi-monthly from January.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.20pm


