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District Councillor Report – Cllr Callum Ringer
Serving the parishes of: Aylmerton ; Baconsthorpe ; Bodham ; East Beckham ; Gresham ; Hempstead ; Little Barningham ; Matlaske ; Plumstead ; West Beckham

July 2026
New NNDC community grant fund launched!
North Norfolk District Council has introduced a new Councillor Community Grant Fund, through which each District Councillor has access to £4,000 per year to support projects that deliver a direct benefit to their local community. Parish Councils are eligible to apply for funding for projects that promote community wellbeing, strengthen local engagement, improve local amenities, enhance community facilities, support environmental improvements, or address other identified local priorities. Grants are available from £250 upwards, with larger awards expected to demonstrate a wider benefit across the ward.
I would be grateful if Parish Councils could consider whether they have any suitable projects that may benefit from this funding and also share this opportunity with village halls, playing field committees, community associations, charities, and other local voluntary and community groups within their parish. Applications must be supported by the relevant ward councillor and will then be considered through the Council’s approval process. The application form and full guidance, including eligibility criteria, funding conditions, and details of the assessment process, are attached for your information and consideration.
Holt Country Park Community Classroom Officially Opens

Members may be interested to learn that a new Community Classroom and Outdoor Learning Space has officially opened at Holt Country Park, representing a significant investment in environmental education and community engagement within North Norfolk.
The project was made possible through a £100,000 grant awarded to North Norfolk District Council from Ørsted’s Hornsea 3 Legacy Fund. The funding has enabled the creation of a purpose-built indoor and outdoor learning facility designed to support education, sustainability and community use. The new building incorporates a range of environmentally friendly features, including energy-efficient insulation, a sedum roof and rainwater harvesting, alongside interactive learning stations that help visitors understand sustainability, environmental impacts and renewable energy generation.
The facility will be available for hire by local community groups and will also host a programme of community activities throughout the year. These are expected to include volunteering opportunities, conservation days, tree planting initiatives, family events and other activities aimed at encouraging residents to engage with and enjoy the natural environment.
The project also provides a permanent base for the park’s valued Muddy Boots volunteers, who worked alongside park rangers to help landscape the site and continue to make an important contribution to the maintenance and enhancement of the park.
The new learning space forms part of the Council’s ongoing investment in its award-winning countryside parks and demonstrates how external funding can be secured to deliver lasting benefits for local communities. It also leaves a positive legacy from the Hornsea 3 Offshore Wind Farm project, which is currently under construction off the Norfolk coast and will generate enough renewable energy to power more than 3.3 million UK homes.
The facility is expected to become an important community asset, supporting education, environmental awareness and wider community participation for many years to come.
North Norfolk’s Award-Winning Beaches Retain Prestigious Blue Flag Status
North Norfolk’s coastline continues to be recognised among the very best in the country, with six local beaches once again achieving Blue Flag status for the 2026 bathing season. Cromer, East Runton, Mundesley, Sea Palling, Sheringham and West Runton have all retained the internationally recognised award, reflecting the exceptional quality of our coastal environment.
This achievement is particularly noteworthy given the rigorous standards required to secure Blue Flag accreditation. Beaches are assessed on a wide range of criteria, including water quality, safety, cleanliness, environmental management and visitor facilities. The continued success of North Norfolk’s beaches is a testament to the hard work and collaboration of local communities, businesses, environmental organisations, the RNLI, the Environment Agency and local councils.
North Norfolk has a proud history of coastal excellence, with both Cromer and Sheringham holding beach awards since 1988. Retaining Blue Flag status reinforces the district’s reputation as a premier coastal destination and highlights the importance placed on protecting and enhancing one of our area’s greatest natural assets.
The award not only recognises the outstanding quality of our beaches but also supports tourism, local businesses, public wellbeing and environmental stewardship. Residents and visitors alike can take pride in knowing that North Norfolk’s coastline continues to meet some of the highest environmental and safety standards in the world.
This latest recognition is a significant achievement for the district and demonstrates the ongoing commitment to ensuring that North Norfolk’s beaches remain safe, clean and welcoming places to live, visit and enjoy for generations to come.
Cromer Pier Celebrates 125 Years
2026 marks a major milestone for one of North Norfolk’s most treasured landmarks, with Cromer Pier celebrating its 125th anniversary. Opened on 8 June 1901, the pier has stood at the heart of the town for more than a century, welcoming generations of residents and visitors and becoming one of the most recognisable symbols of the Norfolk coast. 
Over the past 125 years, Cromer Pier has demonstrated remarkable resilience, surviving severe storms, coastal flooding and even being temporarily severed by a barge collision in 1993. Today, it remains a thriving centre for tourism, culture and community life, attracting visitors from across the country and supporting the local economy.
The anniversary year is being marked with a programme of special events celebrating the pier’s rich heritage and enduring importance to the district. The Pavilion Theatre, which opened in 1905 and is home to the world’s only full-season end-of-pier show, continues to entertain tens of thousands of visitors each year and remains a unique part of Britain’s seaside heritage. 
The 125th anniversary provides an opportunity to celebrate not only the history of Cromer Pier, but also its future. Through ongoing investment and the continued support of local residents, businesses and visitors, Cromer Pier remains a much-loved landmark and a source of pride for North Norfolk. 
Email: callum.ringer@north-norfolk.gov.uk
I’m always happy to deal with any issues between meetings—please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
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